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Ladies and gentlemen, 
Good evening, 
 
You all see this bicycle behind me. 
 

 
 
  
Well, one of my professors at the VUB told us, his student engineers, that if 
the same safety rules were to exist when the bicycle was invented, it would 
never pass the safety tests. I don’t know about you, but I would miss my 
bicycle and it would be a loss of a great invention. Even though some people 
don’t know how to use it. 
 

 
   
Rules and laws have a great impact whether and how technology appears. 
This is the reason why Technopolitics is created. This forum brings early 
adapters, techno geeks and opinion makers together on matters that are to 
appear on the political agenda. 
 
I truly appreciate the support of the organising partners: the Free University of 
Brussels, iMinds, The Alumni Association OSB, Willemsfonds and LVSV 
Brussels. Without them this event wouldn’t be possible.  
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Technopolitics is proud to announce today’s great speakers: Martine Tempels, 
Pieter Ballon and Alexander De Croo. So please, give all of them a welcoming 
applause. 
 
The first edition was about disruptive mobility. One year ago Uber and self-
driving cars were unknown to the public. Today they are game changers. 
 
Tonight we address the question of disruptive telecom. Why? 
 
First of all, the nature of telecom operators is changing. The difference 
between telecom companies and content companies is fading. Legislation is 
not yet in tune with this disruption, because laws for media companies differ 
from the ones for telecom companies. 
 

 
 
The second reason why we have to address disruption in the telecom industry 
is that the kind of emitting infrastructures is altering. From fixed to moving 
objects. 
 
Thirdly, we are moving towards the great wireless migration. Our movements 
fastened up over the centuries. Think of the invention of the bicycle, the car 
and an airplane… But the real speed machine is yet to come.  
Imagine the possibility to move your body at a speed far past light speed. A 
real body would have lots of difficulties with such a speed. But a virtual body, 
like a hologram, could move at a speed of terabytes per second. It is not 
impossible that moving holograms will continue to speed up our society. 
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Add to that the continuous growth of the Internet of Things and you create an 
astronomical growth in data volumes, some zettabytes a year.  
The thingification and the great wireless migration will need stronger telecom 
infrastructure and flexible legislation. This seems easier than it is. 
 

 
 
It took me 7 years to convince colleagues that the Brussels legislation had to 
be modified, that standards needed to be altered in order to welcome the 4G 
technology. As we speak 5G is the next step. Are my colleagues out of tune 
with what people want? Not at all. In fact, not only politicians but also many 
people hold an ambiguous stand towards technology.  
But, we cannot continue to paralyze ourselves by fear and let the 
precautionary principle block innovation.  
What we need now is an innovation principle. 
 
Let us take a chance on technology because the past is what we leave behind. 
Surrendering to fear… to technophobia is the easy way. 
 
We do always have a choice.  
A choice between the easy way… and the way forward. 
 
Thank you.  
 
Els Ampe 
25 February 2016 
 
 


